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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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1 General Marking Notes 

1.1 Annotation of scripts in RM Assessor 

Question 1 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.  
Indicate a correct answer with a tick. 
Do not annotate incorrect answers. 

Question 2 Enter a mark of 1, 0 or NR as appropriate for each item ((a), (b), (c) etc.) in the mark input box.  
Indicate a correct answer with a tick. 
Do not annotate incorrect answers. 

Questions 
3 and 4 

Content marks 

• Annotate each correct point with a tick OR a tick + BOD (benefit of doubt). 

• Use a cross for incorrect points as necessary.  

• Use the highlighting tool to highlight any words which are lifted from the reading passage. 

• The following abbreviations may also be useful: 
IR irrelevant 
? unclear 
^ omission / something missing 

• RM Assessor adds up the total number of times that you have used the tick and the total will appear beneath the 
tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) for each item in the mark input box. 

 
Quality of Language mark 

• If any of the sub-questions ((a), (b), (c) etc) have scored zero for content, insert an on-page comment after the last 
sub-question and type in the details of the Quality of Language mark, e.g.: 

 5 – 2 = 3  
OR 
 minus 1 

• Then enter the Quality of Language mark in the mark input box for  
Question 3L / Question 4L.  

• If no adjustment needs to be made to the Quality of Language mark, enter the mark in the mark input box without 
annotating the script. 
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Question 5 If the answer exceeds 140 words, highlight the 141st word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 
Summary 

• Annotate each correct point with a tick OR tick + BOD up to a maximum of 10 ticks. 

• Use a cross as necessary.  

• RM Assessor adds up the total number of times that you have used the tick and the total will appear beneath the 
tick annotation in the toolbar. Enter the mark (or NR as appropriate) in the mark input box for Question 5(a). 

 
Personal Response 

• Enter the mark for Personal Response in the mark input box for Question 5(b).  

• NB If the Personal Response cannot be marked because it comes after the 140-word limit, award a mark of 0, not 
NR. 

 
Quality of Language 

• Enter the mark for Quality of Language in the mark input box for Question 5L. 

1.2 Final batch return deadline: all scripts to be marked by xxx. 

2 General Marking Principles  

2.1 Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the Detailed Mark Scheme provided on the following pages. You will need to 
consider all alternative answers and unexpected approaches in candidates' scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate the required 
elements, in consultation with the Principal Examiner/Product Manager if necessary, and award marks accordingly. 

2.2 Crossing out: 
 
(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct.  
 
(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. (NB A ‘second attempt’ 

could just be one word.) 

2.3 Annotation used in marking: 
 
(a) BOD = Benefit of the Doubt and is used to indicate material considered by the Examiner and judged to be more correct than incorrect: the benefit of 

the doubt is given to the candidate and the mark is awarded.  
(b) ^ = to indicate where something which is key to the response is missing. 
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2.4 No response and '0' marks 
 
There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor. 
 
 Award NR (No Response): 

• If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 

• If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 'can’t do' or 'don’t know') or  
• If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 

 
 Award 0: 

• If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or any working that 
does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not. 
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Detailed Mark Scheme 
 

Section 1 

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 1 

1(a) தினட௓ – நாற௏ 1  

1(b) தீர்வு – முடிவு 1  

1(c) உ஬ை – ஆ஬ை 1  

1(d) ஫யாசிட௏து – சிடௐதிட௏து 1  

1(e) வலுட௒படுட௏துட௓ – பபர௎தாக்குட௓ 1  

    

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 2 

2(a) பிரக௏சி஬ன – நாட்டிற௎ பபாருளாதாரட௒ 
பிரக௏சி஬னகற௏ கூடின.  

1  

2(b) முடிபவடு – பிற௏஬ளகளது எதிர்காலட௏஬தட௒ பற்றி 
முடிபவடுட௒பது மிகவுட௓ அவசியட௓.  

1  

2(c) குளீர்சாதனட௒ பபட்டி – நாட௑ பழக௎க஬ளக் 
குளீர்சாதனட௒ பபட்டிக்குற௏ ஬வட௏஫தட௑ 

1  

2(d) சடௐதர்ட௒பட௓ – எனக்கு அடௐதட௒ பைட௏஬தட௒ பார்க்குட௓ 
சடௐதர்ட௒பட௓ கி஬ைட௏தது.  

1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

2(e) முகமூடி – அவட௑ முகமூடி அணிடௐது நாைகட௏திற௎ 
நடிட௏தாட௑  

1  

Question 3 

3(a) நிர்வாகியிைமிருடௐது வடௐத திடீர் பசட௔தி஬யக் 
஫கட்ைதுட௓ எற௑வ஬கயான மனநி஬ல ஫தாட௑றியது 
எட௑று இரட௎ைாட௓ பட௏தியிற௎ கூறட௒பட்டுற௏ளது? 

3 Give marks for any three answers 

 A ஏமாற்றட௓ 1  

 B ஫காபட௓ 1  

 C தடுமாற்றட௓ 1  

 D கவ஬ல 1  

3(b) அட௑஬றய நா஬ள ஫மாசமான நாற௏ எட௑று 
தீர்மானீட௒பதற்கு எடௐத இரு உணர்வுகற௏ பிரதான 
காரணமாக இருடௐதன? மூட௑றாட௓ பட௏தி஬ய 
அடிட௒ப஬ையாகக் பகாட௎டு விளக்குக . 

2  

 A விரக்தி 1  

 B ஏமாற்றட௓ 1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

3(c) நாட௑காட௓ பட௏தியிட௑ அடிட௒ப஬ையிற௎ எ஬வபய஬வ 
சிறிய பிரக௏சி஬ன஬ய பபர௎ய பிரக௏சி஬னயாகக் 
காட்டுட௓ என விளக்குக  

3  

 A மன அழுட௏தட௓ 1  

 B திட்ைமிைாத தட௑஬ம 1  

 C எதிர்ம஬றக௏ சிடௐத஬ன 1  

3(d) சவாற௎க஬ள எதிர்பகாற௏வதற்கு நாட௓ எவற்஬றக௏ 
பசட௔யலாட௓ எட௑று ஐடௐதாட௓ பட௏தியிற௎ 
கூறட௒பட்டுற௏ளது. ஏ஫தனுட௓ நாட௑கு விையக௎க஬ள 
மட்டுட௓ விளக்குக. 

4  

 A ஫நர்ம஬றயான சிடௐத஬ன஬ய வளர்ட௏துக் 
பகாற௏ளுதற௎ 

1  

 B சாதாரணமான நாளீற௎ ஫தாட௑றுட௓ 
பிரக௏சி஬ன஬யட௒ ஫பாற௎ கருதுதற௎ 

1  

 C அடௐதட௒ பிரக௏சி஬னக்கான தீர்வு எட௑ன எனக௏ 
சிடௐதிட௏தற௎ 

1  

 D யாருட௓ பநருக௎கியவர்களுைட௑ அட௒ 
பிரக௏சி஬ன஬யட௒ பகிர்தற௎ 

1  

 E ஆ஫லாச஬னக஬ளட௒ பபற்றுக்பகாற௏ளற௎   
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

3(e) பசாடௐத உணர்வுகளுக்கு முக்கியட௏துவட௓ பகாடுக்க 
எவற்஬ற நாட௓ பசட௔யலாட௓ எட௑று இறுதிட௒ 
பட௏தியிற௎ கூறட௒பட்டுற௏ளது? 

3  

 A அழ ஫வட௎டுட௓ ஫பாற௎ இருடௐதாற௎ அழுதற௎ 1  

 B துக்கக௎க஬ள ையர௎ ஒட௑றிற௎ எழுதுதற௎ 1  

 C பபர௎ய த஬லவர்களீட௑ வாறௐக்஬கயிற௎ நைடௐத 
துக்கக௎க஬ள அறிடௐது தட௑னூக்கட௏஬த 
வளர்ட௏தற௎ 

1  
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Quality of Language – Accuracy [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect.  Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
 Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 4 

4(a) சாரதாவிட௑ முட௑஫னற்றட௏துக்கு எதிர்ம஬றயாக 
அவளது மனதிற௎ இருடௐத விையக௎க஬ள விளக்குக. 

3 
 

 A ஫ம஬ைட௒பயட௓ 1  

 
B ஫ம஬ை அளீக்஬க பற்றிய விமர்சனக௎க஬ள 

ஏற்றுக்பகாற௏ளுட௓ மனட௏ ஬தர௎யட௓ இற௎லா஬ம 
1  

 C பபட௎ எட௑ற தாறௐவு மனட௒பாட௑஬ம 1  

4(b) சாரதாவிட௑ ப஬ைட௒புகற௏ எற௑வ஬கயான 
அக௎கீகாரட௏஬தட௒ பபற்றன?       

3 
 

 

A பிற௏஬ளகளது பிறடௐதநாற௏ விழாக்களீ஫ல 

அவளது பசாடௐதட௒ ப஬ைட௒புகற௏ பல பபரு 
பவற்றி பபற்றன 

1  

 
B சில பாைற௎கற௏ பட௏திர௎஬ககளீற௎ ஫பசட௒படுட௓ 

அளவிற்கு பிரபற௎யட௓ பபற்றன 
1  

 

C சில ப஬ைட௒புகற௏ லட௎ைனீட௑ மிகட௒ பபர௎ய 
சிறுவர்களுக்கான ஫ம஬ை நிறுவனட௏தினராற௎ 
பல ஆயிரட௓ பவுட௎களுக்குட௒ பதிட௒புர௎஬மட௒ 
பபறட௒பட்ைன 

1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

4(c) விமலட௑ சவாற௎க஬ள எதிர்பகாற௏ளக்கூடிய 
எட௏த஬கய மனட௒பாக௎குக஬ளக் பகாட௎ைவட௑?  
ஏ஫தனுட௓ மூட௑று விையக௎க஬ள எழுதுக.  

3 Give marks for any 3 points 

 எத஬னயுட௓ இயற௎பாக எடுக்குட௓ மனட௒பாக௎கு 
உ஬ையவட௑ 

1  

 மனட௏திைட௓ மிக்கவட௑ 1  

 நிதானட௓ மிக்கவட௑ 1  

 ந஬கக௏சு஬வ உணர்வு மிக்கவட௑ 1  

 சவாலான சமயக௎களீற௎ நிதானட௓ மிக்கவட௑ 1  

 பதட்ைட௓ இற௎லாதவட௑ 1  

 சூறௐநி஬ல஬ய இலகுவான மனநி஬லக்கு மாற்றுட௓ 
தட௑஬ம பகாட௎ைவட௑ 

1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

4(d) நட௓஬மக௏ சுற்றியுற௏ள அ஬னட௏து சவாற௎களுட௓ 
பயக௎களுட௓ எவற்஬ற அடிட௒ப஬ையாகக் 
பகாட௎ை஬வ எட௑று கூறட௒பட்டுற௏ளது? நாட௑காட௓ 
பட௏தியிலிருடௐது மூட௑று விையக௎க஬ள எழுதுக . 

3  

 A உற௏மனக் கருட௏துக்க஬ள 1  

 B குடுட௓பட௒ பிட௑னணி 1  

 C வளர்க்கட௒பட்ை விதட௓ 1  

4(e) பு஬னக஬தகளீற௎ வருட௓ அதி சக்தி வாட௔டௐத 
பாட௏திரக௎கற௏ எற௑வ஬கயிற௎ சிறார்களுக்கு 
உதவுவனவாக இருக்கிட௑றன? ஏ஫தனுட௓ மூட௑று 
விையக௎க஬ள எழுதுக. 

3 Give marks for any 3 points 

 A ஫கா஬ழட௏தனட௏஬தட௒ ஫பாக்க 1  

 B ஆபட௏஬த எதிர்பகாற௏ளுட௓ ஬தர௎யட௏஬த 
வளர்க்க 

1  

 C சவாலான சமயக௎களீற௎ உைனடியான தீர்஬வ 
சம஫யாசிதமாக எடுக்க 

1  

 D தட௑னட௓பிக்஬க஬ய வளர்க்க 1  
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Quality of Language – Accuracy [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, prepositions, 

word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
  Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 

 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks).
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Question 5 

Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response) 

Writing within the maximum length is part of the task, and candidates who remain within the limit (140 words in total) deserve credit. 
 
Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line. 

If the piece is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely. 

Highlight the 141st word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Content marks – Summary 
Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this exercise, but excessive 
reliance on the text will reduce the language mark. 
The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points): 

5(a) ஑ருவர ்வாழ்க்ககயில சவால்ககை 
எதிரக்காை்வதற்கு அவருக்கு எத்தககய பண்புகை் 
அவசியம் என்பகத பகுதி -1 மற்றும் பகுதி -2  ஐ 
அடிப்பகையாகக் ககாண்டு கதாகுத்து எழுதுக . 
 

1 ஫நர்ம஬றயான சிடௐத஬ன 

2 திட்ைமிடுதற௎ 

3 பிரக௏சி஬ன஬யட௒ பற்றிக் கவ஬ல பகாற௏ளாது 
அதற்கான தீர்஬வ ஫யாசிட௏தற௎ 

4 பிரக௏சி஬னக஬ள யாருைனாவது பகிர்டௐது 
ஆ஫லாச஬ன பபறற௎ 

5 பசாடௐத உணர்வுகளுக்கு முக்கியட௏துவட௓ 
பகாடுட௏தற௎ 

6 மனட௏ திைட௓ 

7 எ஬தயுட௓ இயற௎பாக எடுக்குட௓ மனநி஬ல 

8 நிதானட௓ 

9 சவாலான சமயக௎களீற௎ உைனடியான தீர்஬வ 
சம஫யாசிதமாக எடுட௏தற௎ 

10 தட௑னட௓பிக்஬க 

10  

Content marks – Response to the Text 
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and 
the ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners. 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

5(b) 
5 Very good              
 Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of 

flair and imagination, a capacity to express a personal 
point of view. 

4 Good 
 Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, but 

work still shows an ability to express a range of ideas, 
maintain interest and respond to the issues raised. 

3 Sound 
 A fair level of interest and ideas. May concentrate on a 

single issue, but there is still a response to ideas in the 
text. 

2 Below average 
 Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum. May disregard 

the element of response to the text, and write a largely 
unrelated free-composition. 

0–1 Poor 
 Few ideas to offer on the theme. Banal and pedestrian. 

No element of personal response to the text. Repeated 
error. 

 

நீ வாறௐக்஬கயிற௎ எதிர்பகாட௎ை ஒரு சவா஬லயுட௓, 

அத஬ன எதிர்பகாட௎ை விதட௏஬தயுட௓ விளக்குக  

5  
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Quality of Language – Accuracy [5] 
 

5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
  Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
  Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed.  Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
  Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
  Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 

 


